
 

 

DEPARTMENT OF NEIGHBORHOOD 

EMPOWERMENT WITNESS STATEMENT FORM  

 

Witness Name:          Contact Number:        

Mailing Address:          Email:         

          

Grievances are defined as set forth in the Los Angeles Administrative Code Section 22.818. 

“The following information contained herein is within my own personal knowledge and relates only to 

facts and circumstances surrounding the Grievance submitted by _____________ on ____________ 

regarding _______________ Neighborhood Council.” 

               

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

              

               

 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is true 

and correct. 

Date:         

Name:          Signature:          

Department Review 

Date witness form received:       Date witness form reviewed:       

Witness form reviewed by:       Grievance number:        

FOR DEPT USE ONLY 

Grievance #_________________ 
Witness Form #______________ 


	Witness Name: Patty Shenker
	Contact Number: 310-259-8377
	Mailing Address 1: 
	Mailing Address 2: 
	Email: pattyshenker@gmail.com
	facts and circumstances surrounding the Grievance submitted by: Kiersten Cluster
	on: February 28, 2018
	regarding: Sherman Oaks
	Date: February 15, 2018
	Name: Patty Shenker
	Text1: I attended the Sherman Oaks Neighborhood Council Meeting on Monday, Feb. 12 to speak on behalf of City Councilmember Paul Koretz's Motion to free Billy, the suffering Asian bull elephant who has been at the LA Zoo for 28 years. Those of us supporting this motion were very disturbed when we realized that John Lewis, the Director of the LA Zoo, was getting the opportunity to make a presentation but our side was not. In hindsight, I think we should have insisted to table this motion until both sides could get fair & equal representation. At the beginning of the meeting, the members of this council debated what abstention means & the president, Mr. Ron Ziff, seemed to pick the answer instead of researching the by-laws. It was thought that an abstention was a yes vote but Mr. Ziff decided that it was not. Then Ms. Jill Banks Barad introduced Koretz's motion and it was seconded. There was applause after that and Mr. Ziff scolded the audience and we were told that there was to be no shouting or applause or expulsion would follow. After Mr. Lewis' presentation, the audience was called up from both sides to speak for one minute. After that, the "expert" John Lewis was invited to come back to the microphone to answer questions from the council members. 
Our side was not given the opportunity for a rebuttal to his statements or to answer questions that he couldn't. When they voted, abstentions won with 8 votes, nay got 5 and yes got 3. At that point, the zoo supporters applauded & waved their signs as they had done several times during the meeting.


